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Evidence-informed climate pedagogy 

There are core strategies to effective climate education. Below are evidence-informed principles 
for planning Learning. 

Prior knowledge 

Ensure projects and contexts used - to improve understanding of nature and climate change -
are curriculum-aligned. This ensures Learning is age-appropriate and builds on Learners existing 
understanding. 

Explore 

Over time, move Learning from local to global contexts, helping Learners to understand that 
everyone and everything is impacted by climate change in different ways. 

Enquire 

Ensure Learning provides opportunities for Learners to develop critical thinking skills and 
autonomy in constructing knowledge and understanding. 

Making change 

Consider how learning can be consolidated through practical application, promoting positive 
and responsible action. 

Communication 

Consider how learners can be supported to develop their communication skills, allowing them 
to talk to different audiences about issues they care about, thereby promoting social emotional 
Learning. 

Quality assurance

Ensure that resources are informed by up-to-date science and current affairs. Having a 
responsive curriculum is important and Nature Park resources can help here. 

Social and emotional learning 

Learning about climate change provides an opportunity to Learn together, share experiences and 
make connections with the world around us. This should foreground learning about nature, in 
nature and for nature (socio-emotional Learning). 

Nature Park units of Learning follow these core principles. Units of learning are a series of five or 
more sessions. Each unit has a curriculum focus. This enables it to be delivered in a subject 
area as a scheme of work within a setting's existing timetable. They enhance national 
curriculum statutory requirements with biodiversity and climate-related opportunities. 
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Systems and processes 

Climate- and nature-related knowledge can be grouped into nine areas. These are outlined 
below. Is there a progression of this climate-related knowledge across your formal curriculum? 

Anthropocene Nature Food and agriculture 

Developing an understanding Understanding the Understanding the 
of what climate change is. importance of maintaining relationship between food 
Understanding the evidence and restoring healthy production and climate 
demonstrating the ecosystems to mitigate change. For example, 
relationship between rapid against further climate the production of greenhouse 
warming and human activity change. Understanding the gases from food production, 
(primarily from burning fossil role of nature-based deforestation for agricultural 
fuels that generate solutions. land, emissions from 
greenhouse gases). packaging and distribution, 

manure and fertilisers). 

Develop a green economy Energy Planetary systems 

Understanding the role of Developing an understanding Developing an understanding 
green skills and green of the importance of of the regular and predictable 
careers. For example, shifting renewable energy for a safer, cycles on our Earth underpins 
to electrical vehicles, energy cleaner and more sustainable our understanding of how 
efficient buildings and world. climate change is impacting 
developing a green economy. the cycles and systems on 

our planet. 

Health Promoting equity Water 

Understanding the impact of Understanding the ways in Using the water cycle to help 

climate change on health which we can safeguard inform an understanding of 

through air pollution, disease, people and nature from the relationship between 

extreme weather events, food higher temperatures, rising water and climate change. 

insecurity, displacement and seas, unpredictable weather Climate change is 

pressures to mental health. and more acidic oceans; exacerbating both water 

Considering how these can be being aware that some scarcity and water-related 

mitigated. people and places are more hazards such as droughts, 
vulnerable and need more floods, rising sea-levels and 
support to adapt. unpredictable rainfall 

patterns. 
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