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When it is time to lay eggs the male’s belly turns red. They can be brownish or silvery. Sometimes their

Food: Animals stripes are hard to see.

Food: Animals




get older they grow arms and legs. They also start and eat plants when they first hatch. As they get older
eating other animals. they grow arms and legs and start eating animals.

Food: Animals and Plants Food: Animals and Plants
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Tiny animals

Water flea Cyclops

Water fleas look like they move by jumping through the These animals look longer and thinner than water fleas.
water. Sometimes you can see eggs inside their body. Sometimes they have lumps of eggs on their tail.
Food: Microscopic animals and plants Food: Microscopic animals and plants




Tiny animals

Water mite

Water mites have round bodies like a ball. They come

in different colours and patterns. Water mites are easily
confused with diving beetles. Diving beetles usually
have more oval-shaped bodies.

Food: Tiny animals

Hydra

Usually green or brown with a stalk and tentacles
on top. Sometimes they have mini-versions sticking
to their side. These are baby hydras growing out
from the side of the adult.

Food: Tiny animals




ese animals look like woodlice. Their bodies are usually very
flat. When they are getting ready to lay eggs, the male carries the
female underneath for a while.

Food: Dead things




Their tail is usually curled under their body when resting.

Food: Dead things




Usually green or brown. These young damselflies
walk slowly or swim with a side-to-side wiggle.

Food: Animals

Mayfly nymphs sometimes have short antennae. They
usually have three tails and gills along the sides of
their body. They swim by wiggling up and down.

Food: Plants and dead things

These are young screech beetles.
They can swim quickly with their legs.

Food: Animals




can be seen with their tail at the surface to breathe. start to eat other animals.

Food: Animals Food: Animals, plants, and dead things




Long body and 1 or no tails

Water stick insect Alderfly lava Water scorpion

These animals walk or swim slowly with their These are young alderflies. They have very big jaws, These animals have thick front legs. They swim or
back legs. They often keep their tail at the and feathery gills on the sides of the tail. walk with their thin back legs. They often keep their
surface to breathe. tail at the surface to breathe.

Food: Animals
Food: Animals Food: Animals




Long body and 1 or no tails

Dragonfly nymph

These young dragonflies are usually
green or brown and can have
stripes or patterns. Some types of
dragonfly have shorter bodies.

Food: Animals

Caddisfly larva

These young caddisflies build cases
around their bodies. Different
types of caddisfly make cases out
of different materials.

Food: Animals, plants, and dead things

Water measurer

These small animals walk on top of
the water. They have long thin bodies.

Food: Animals

Pond skater

These animals sit on top of the water
and quickly jump around. They have
4 long legs at the back, and 2 short
legs in front.

Food: Animals




These beetles can be big or small.
They have long thin antennae.

Food: Animals

These beetles can be big or small and
have short antennae.

Food: Plants and dead things

These beetles have a small round
head and very rounded backs. They
can make a squeek if held.

Food: Animals

Dark-coloured or black beetles that
swim in circles on top of the water.

Food: Animals




Also called “greater water boatmen”.
These animals swim on their back
using their long back legs.

Food: Animals

These small insects swim on their
back. They have a flat head and
pointed bottom.

Food: Animals

These insects swim on their front using
their long back legs. They often keep
their front legs tucked in.

Food: Plants and dead plants

These insects swim on their front
using long back legs. The front pair
of legs is thicker than the others.

Food: Animals







ams hide between the two halves of their shells.
can look like pebbles or seeds. If you let them sit still
they might reach out and move with a white foot.

Food: Microscopic animals and plants

ese are usually very small.
flat and do not make a spiral.

Food: Plants

Long body

e€lr snells are very




Long body

Mosquito
larva
These animals float at the top of the

pond. They often have their tail at
the surface to breathe.

Food: Microscopic plants and
animals, dead things
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Rat-tailed
maggot

These animals can live in very small
places like puddles and holes in
trees. Their tails can shrink or stretch
to reach the surface if needed.

Food: Dead things

Phantom midge
larva

These animals are see-through. They
float very still in the water.

Food: Microscopic plants and animals

ole

Bloodworm
(Midge larva)

These animals live at the bottom
of the pond and can survive with very
little oxygen. They are not always red.

Food: Microscopic plants and animals




Long body

Leech

Different types of leech can be big
or small. They are usually black or
brown. They can walk by ‘looping’
using the sucker on their tail and
their mouth.

Food: Animals and blood
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Sludge worm

Sludge worms can grow very long,
and are usually pink or red.

Food: Dead things

Flatworm

These animals glide along the bottom
of the pond. They are very flat and can
be black, brown, or grey.

Food: Microscopic animals

Roundworm

These animals are usually small, but
sometimes can be long and thin
like a piece of hair. They are usually
white or clear.

Food: Microscopic animals, plants,
and dead things
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